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Taking Stock – Our First Feedback Conference
18 months have elapsed since WWWforEurope has started – time to take
stock. For this purpose, we hosted the first WWWforEurope Feedback
th
Conference on Sept 18th and 19 , 2013, in Vienna. The result: We do
have very many and first-class results already and are on a very good way
to find common denominators. In the months to come we will use the
empirical evidence and theoretical insights of our existing and future
papers to formulate comprehensive policy measures needed for a new
growth path and the envisaged socio-ecological transition.
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Europe’s “High-Road Strategy”
th

In a well-received press conference on Sept 18 , 2013, Karl Aiginger of
WIFO and project partner Christian Ketels of Harvard University advocated
a "High-Road Strategy" for Europe built on investment in education, R&D,
an inclusive social system, ecological ambitions and effective political and
economic institutions. Read more here.
Karl Aiginger and Christian Ketels showed that measured by a set of
performance indicators comprising income, employment, but also social
inclusion and ecological excellence, Europe is in
a better position relative to the United States in
creating and delivering welfare than if measured
in income per capita alone. Clusters provide
dissemination of external effects, innovations and
higher wages.
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Karl Aiginger also had the opportunity to meet
Antonio Tajani, Vice-President of the European
Commission, responsible for Industry and
Entrepreneurship during a conference in Vienna
on re-industrialisation in Europe.

Coming Up

Antonio Tajani with Karl Aiginger © WIFO

Nobel Prize winner Kenneth Joseph Arrow, member of the WWWforEurope Scientific Board, will visit WIFO,
discuss current research and economic strategies, and hold a WWWforEurope Lecture on "Knowledge, Belief and
nd
the Economic System" on October 22 , 2013, at Oesterreichische Nationalbank, Vienna.
Sjak A. Smulders, Professor at Tilburg School of Economics and Management, will hold a WWWforEurope Lecture
th
on “Sustainability and Wealth Accounting” on November 12 , 2013, at WIFO.
In the face of the financial and economic crisis and long-term challenges from globalisation, demographic shifts, climate
change, and new technologies, Europe needs to redefine its development strategy. The objective of WWWforEurope –
Welfare, Wealth and Work for Europe is to strengthen the analytical foundation of this strategy. WWWforEurope is a four
year research project within the 7th Framework Programme funded by the European Commission, coordinated by the
Austrian Institute of Economic Research (WIFO) and brings together researchers from 33 scientific institutions in 12
European countries. For more information see www.foreurope.eu.

What We Are Working On
The WWWforEurope approach defines competitiveness as the “ability of a country or region to deliver beyond GDP
goals for its citizens both today and in the future”. The definition is far away from old definitions stressing low costs
as driver of competitiveness. Competitive advantages of industrialised countries are built on structure (e.g. share of
technology driven products) and capabilities. Among the capabilities creating a competitive advantage are
innovation, education, institutions, and – specifically related to the mission of a socio-ecological transition – also
ecological ambition and a productivity-enhancing social system. Scientific work has to focus on the question how
and which innovation systems and production structures can contribute best to this. WWWforEurope provides a
host of interesting and valuable papers on this theme: Read more.

Redistribution between Generations and Gender
Bernhard Hammer, Alexia Fürnkranz-Prskawetz and Inga Freund of Vienna University of Technology presented
their paper "Reallocation of Resources across Age in a Comparative European Setting" to the press and got broad
coverage. The paper gives a very detailed account of how much men and women in different countries in different
age groups produce and consume over their life-cycle and who depends on whom at which stage of life. Read
more.

WWWforEurope Best Paper Award goes to Frank W. Geels
Frank W. Geels of Manchester University won the WWWforEurope Best Paper Award. In his paper Geels shows
that immediately after the start of the crisis, the economic stimulus plans initiated in many countries caused a
significant rise of green investment. But with the implementation of austerity programmes since 2010,
environmental and climate policy goals have been neglected. Read more.

Spreading the Word
Nobel laureate James J. Heckman of the University
of Chicago visited the Vienna University of
Economics and Business and held a lecture on
„The Economics and Econometrics of Human
Development“.
Wilfried Altzinger, Jesus Crespo Cuaresma and
Alyssa Schneebaum had the chance to speak with
him
on
issues
directly
related
to
the
WWWforEurope
project,
such
as
the
intergenerational persistence of income and the
returns of early childhood education.
James J. Heckman and Jesus Crespo Cuaresma © David Traska

Recent WWWforEurope Lectures
th

On October 10 , 2013, Stephen Matthews, until recently Chief Tax Economist at OECD, talked about "Challenges
for the Design of a Sustainable Tax System" and discussed trends and future directions of tax policy. In his view,
climate change, unemployment, sustainable growth and population ageing are the most important challenges, to
which, however, tax policy in most OECD countries is adapting only slowly. Download his presentation.

Lectures at the WWWforEurope Feedback Conference
Frank W. Geels of Manchester University gave a talk on “Socio-technical Transitions and Implications for a New
Growth Path for Europe”. His main message was that we are still in the early phases of sustainability transition,

facing quite some resistance from different groups. Acceleration of this process can be possible when based
mainly on local initiatives, when market mechanisms of the transition are improved and political will becomes
stronger. Watch the video and download Frank W. Geels’ presentation.
Gunther Tichy (WIFO) lectured about „Determinants of Individual Life Satisfaction and Societal Well-being and
Policy Implications”. Tichy stressed that even if we have a carefully designed and consistent combination of
instruments for the transition to a more sustainable regime, one of the trickiest problems remaining will be how to
change citizens‘goals and attitudes towards this change. Download Gunther Tichy’s presentation.
Janneke Plantenga of Utrecht University presented “Gender Regimes in Europe”. Her input concentrated on how
different policy logics form gender regimes and what this means for gender equality. The lecture showed both the
inconsistencies in these regimes as well as the difficulties in building a meaningful model describing the impact of
policies on gender equality. Watch the video and download Janneke Plantenga’s presentation.

WWWforEurope
The research leading to these results has received funding from the European Commission’s Seventh Framework
Programme FP7/2007-2013 under grant agreement no. 290647.
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